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Nov. 9: In a statement for the press, Simon Bolivar National Guerrilla Coordinator (CNGSB)
commander Pablo Catatumbo said the principal obstacle to a cease-fire agreement was the issue
of paramilitary groups, and has requested an investigation by an international commission into
violence by such organizations. The CNGSB is comprised of the Colombian Revolutionary Armed
Forces (FARC), the National Liberation Army (ELN) and a splinter group of the Popular Liberation
Army (EPL) which refused to disarm under an agreement between top EPL commanders and the
government. The Coordinator has requested that human rights abuses by military personnel be
investigated by the Attorney General's Office, and prosecution of such cases by civilian rather
than military courts. Catatumbo said that although the two sides have established agreement
on many points, serious differences continue over the establishment of areas of the country to
which the rebels would be restricted during final negotiations and the demobilization process;
the future role of public security forces; political participation of former rebels; guarantees for the
civilian population allied with the rebels; and, the implementation and verification of a cease-fire
agreement. Nov. 11: CNGSB spokesperson Diego Ruiz denied that rebel organizations are planning
a major offensive to protest delays in reaching a cease-fire agreement with the government during
talks in Venezuela. Instead, Ruiz said the military is preparing a major offensive for December,
when river water levels are low for ease of passage, and clear skies facilitate helicopter gunship
activities. He added that the government's predictions of a rebel offensive are mere justification for
increased military activity. Reports in Bogota newspapers predicted an imminent rebel offensive
focused particularly on the country's oil pipelines. Ruiz said that both sides agreed to continue talks
beginning Feb. 1 in Caracas, Venezuela, or San Jose, Costa Rica. CNGSB spokespersons confirmed
an invitiation from former Costa Rican president Oscar Arias to participate in an informal dialogue
in San Jose on Nov. 16-17. Nov. 15: Guillermo Rueda, Bogota director of the International Red Cross,
told reporters that Red Cross officials will visit rebel camps where kidnapped police and soldiers
are being held. The CNGSB announced willingness to cooperate with the monitoring as a good
will gesture to facilitate the peace talks. Rueda said the Red Cross is now waiting for government
approval in order to procede with the visits to rebel camps. Nov. 16: CNGSB leader Alfonso Cano
told reporters that the solution to Colombia's crisis "is not surrender," an option chosen by the
April 19 Movement (M-19) two years ago, but rather continued negotiations to resolve the sources
of conflict. Cano said the incorporation of former M-19 rebels into the political process did nothing
to stop repression, human rights violations and social injustice. Informal discussions began in
San Jose, Costa Rica, mediated by former president and Nobel Peace Prize winner Oscar Arias.
According to an RCN radio network broadcast, the talks were also sponsored by an organization
headed by former congressperson Alvaro Leyva. Leyva said the meeting was aimed at keeping the
peace process alive following the failure of recent negotiations. He added that the agenda includes
oil policy, foreign debt and human rights, among other issues. Meeting participants included
guerrilla leaders, three former senior officials of the state-run oil company (ECOPETROL), and
a former finance ministry adviser. Nov. 18: Rebel commander Pablo Catatumbo told reporters in
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Costa Rica that a purge of the armed forces, sovereignty of Colombia's natural resources, definition
of an independent and sovereign foreign policy, and a new social development project are the
"basic conditions" for a negotiated peace. Another CNGSB commander, Antonio Garcia, said the
Colombian guerrilla movement continues to be vigorous, maintaining 96 fronts with between
10,000 and 15,000 combatants. Both Catatumbo and Garcia emphasized that the guerrilla movement
continues committed to socialism. Nov. 28: In a communique, Interior Minister Humberto de la
Calle said there are no conditions on further negotiations with the rebels. He also condemned the
Nov. 26 attack on a judicial commission, attributed to FARC guerrillas. De la Calle called on the
CNGSB to declare a unilateral cease-fire to demonstrate commitment to negotiations and peace.
President Cesar Gaviria gave investigators 72 hours to determine whether the attack on the judicial
commission was perpetrated by rebels. The results of the investigation will determine whether or
not negotiations will continue in February. Dec. 1: President Gaviria opened the first session of the
newly-elected Congress, and criticized the CNGSB for being "insincere and blind." Dec. 5: Armed
forces commander Gen. Luis Roca called on the CNGSB to avoid further delay in peace negotiations,
and to follow the example of the anti-terrorist paramilitary death squads and surrender their
weapons to government authorities. Dec. 8: During an interview in Managua, Nicaragua, rebel
commander Antonio Garcia said that as long as the Colombian government continues to seek
strictly military solutions to the nation's problems, agreements with the rebels are not possible.
According to Garcia, problems which cannot be resolved by military conflict include human rights
violations, and inequitable distribution of economic and political power. He also mentioned the
continued operation and impunity of paramilitary death squads as "one of the principal obstacles
to peace, since at present they are beyond the control of the civilian authorities." (Sources: Reuter,
11/15/91; ACAN-EFE, 11/16/91, 11/18/91; Agence France-Presse, 11/09-11/91, 11/13/91, 11/15/91,
11/18/91, 12/05/91; Notimex, 12/08/91)
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